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SUPREMACY 
OF THE 
th: , | 
BRITISH LEGISLATURE, &c. 
n preſent diſputes between Great 


| Britain and her colonies are truly 
alarming. Diſſentions of ſuch a nature 


involve in them very dangerous conſe- 


uences to both countries. Many and 
ö — opinions are every day ſtarted with 
regard to the authority of parliament 
over the colonies. Intelligent writers on 
both ſides are conſtantly exerting their 
utmoſt ingenuity on a matter of ſo great 
importance. » 


If taxation by parliament be a legal 


_ meaſure, the preſent proceedings of the 


Americans cannot but be accounted ſedi- 


tious. If taxation by parliament be an 


unjuſtifiable exertion of power, I honour 
B h the 


E 
the Americans for their ſteady reſiſtance 
to it. If the authority of parliament ex- 
tend over all the dominions of the Britiſh 
crown, parliament is only doing itſelf 
juſtice in ſupporting its lawful authority. 
If the authority of parliament be con- 
fined to Great Britain, parliament inſtead 
of being the defender, is become the de- 
ſtroyer of liberty. I am equally a friend 
to both countries. I hope juſtice will 
prevail. e | 


The authority of the Engliſh legiſla- 
ture over her colonies muſt be deter- 
mined, either by the firſt principles of 
colonization ; or by an authority inherent 
in parliament, and confirmed by- the ſub- 
miſſion of the coloniſts; or. by long 
uſage and cuſtom of parliament; or by 
an authority grounded in juſtice and 

uity towards its dominions in general. 
5 neither of theſe principles can be 
brought in ſupport of the authority of 
Parliament, then far be it from me to 
deny, that parliament has aſſumed an il- 
legal and ar bitrary power over the Ame- 
rigans; but if, on the contrary, I ſhall 
nrexe, that the Americans are now fly- 
ug in the face of each and every of 
theſe; principles, then 1 ſhall leave my 
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With regard to the firſt of del Upv- 
ments, that is, the authority which all 
countries have exerted over their colonies, 
I have very little to offer, becauſe it will 
not have much weight on the preſent oc 


caſion. Our colonies were not diſcover- 


ed till after parliaments were inſtituted ; 
therefore, the preſent caſe pends on the 
authority with which parhaments were 


| 2 at their infiitution?” 
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In wiſe meovertumentts tolonittin! was 
itted for two purpoſes : The one was 
Ante the" inereaſe of people rendered it 
provide for them at home ; 
the other, in order to extend the power of 
the parent: ſtate by the acquiſition ef new 
ſettlements. In either cafe they weiehy 
permiſſion, they were by no means 

leaſed from the natural authority ef their 
lawful ſovereign ; on the contrary, they 
took poſſeſſion of new ſettlements in * 
of the parent- ſtate; they were defe filed 


in thoſe ſettlements by that ſtate; they 


carried with them the laws of the county 
from which they emigrated ;" 1e 
mained under the fubjection en dhe l. 
giſlature of that otttitny, conſequently 

B 2 that 


(#1). 
Jegillattite Had power to exert u 
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(Theſe are principles wich believe never 
have beef nor ever eam be denied; and 6 
the inferenbe we'mufÞ diawifrom them 
D dur evlonies'! been in or 
Sfefion' before parliaments: were eſta- 
ed, they woul# have been ſubject to 
ie Nag of England as an abſolute mo- 
"es 11.1 I 11 N. 1G 13d 11181102 £ 


24 Hub I81 27 adi „Mees 
But Men ws. not in our poſſeſſion 

| itt long after the eſtabliſhment of par- 
Haments, therefore vd are ho to! exa- 
mine Whether they are ſubje8 to the 
authority of parliament. The moſt 
Il Way to become judges of this ſeems to be, 
0 | 'to © enquire, "What thotity? ares 

[ TH pe ent ?: 

[7H bB on eg, bh VO one enemies 
if 2q4The origin of meetings in the nature 
"of f. Parliuments ! is not yet abſolutely aſcer- 
med. The moſt probable conjecture is, 
1. t dur anceſtors, who were a bold and 
1 "Brave people, being too numerous to aſ- 
ſemble together to make their own laws 
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N 1 rg meetings being productive of 
lf And confuſion) and at the ſame 
i 

[ Sree ) enwilling to intruſt a mortal 
| le the res, rbjeck to all the paſſions 
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and frailties of bumhn HatzlE irh Tf 
liberties, and to inveſt him wit A ET: 
trary power over their lives, and a right 
to exact from hom whatever gxorbijnt 
ſums his ambition or his vices ſhould, giye 
him oceaſion to demand, formed a con- 
ſtitution, which was not then, nor, 
far as — o ud ſugge 

would ever be ſubject to either of, theſe 
inconwenieneies. They at firſt depured 
a certain — of the wiſe men of each 
nation from the ſeveral diſtricts in it, to 


—— and eonſult with, — oy — 
what meaſures were Were proper E 
for the purpoſes of ſtate, and the defence 
zof the Kingdom. This conſtitution, . 
after wards * 2 one ſimilar i 
Principles, erent in its, — 
It conſiſted of the king. the, nobles f 
the land, and a certain number (of; the 
commons choſe by the people, who had 
-apowerdelegated to them from the pepple, 
to, xepreſent;.them, and aan ze 
enact laws for their benefit, and to,; 
ſuch ſums of money as ſhould he neceuary 
for the. Aro and defence o govern- 
ment. torte 1 01 105801 9 
0 Svitoorbonmnyz mans: 119976 9216] Aut): 
be es of thele Ares < Mas 
ſacequally, balanced, that the b ben 
_ the king Was ;Sanfingd Aft ch 


ounds 


Z E 
ey were repteſentatives' of the king 


„ 
| honnds as infured the hherties of the peo- 
Play-, without derogating from the juſt 
. the crown. The nobles, whole 


honqurs being hereditary were not ſabjeft 
to the will or-caprice of either the king or 


, who 


people, were an intermediate 
took care that neither of the other eſtates 
eneroached upon their mutual privileges. 
The commons, who were compoſed of 
the people, were judges what laws would 
be moſt conductve to their happineſs, 
and what monies ſhould be raiſed for 
the ſſupport and defence of the govetn- 
ment. Tkis Was a ęonſtitution, Who 
from, its principles muſt be „be- 
cauſe its foufdation was laid on poliey 
tempered väth juſtiee, arid the fabriek 
was ſupported by the pillars of freedom 
independence. Frem henceforth theſe 
ee bodies Were deemed the ture. 


dom, as one people, but not a repreſen- 


tation of every man in his ſeparate ca- 
pacity. 3 thpmas Each eſtate was jealous of its 


qyn e * ever watch- 


againſt any encroach- 
,of; — two eſtates. Their 
rity was nat confined to England. 

}, were veſted with an unlimited power 


en all the ſubjects of the Britiſh crown. 
= places here their authority ſhould 


ceaſe, 


64 — 
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| ject-to the le 


againſt the other powers 


M9 
ceafe,” the time: wherr ĩt ſhould expire were 
not mentioned}. It was a eon bn eſtad 
bliſhed for ever. All territories which the 
croum of England fuld acquire from 
that time, were not the rty of the 
king alone, but of the legiſfature; ſub- 


giſlature, hut not ſubject' to 


any one ſeparate! md of the f 


ture. Uo FRQITIET( O22 #1 
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* after this 9 was eſtas 
—— our colonies were diſcovered. The 
ople that inhabited them were Bri- 
bj — 'emigraved in ſearch of 
— — who took n of 
ſuch ſettlements as they diſcovered,” in 
the name of the crown of England, and 
who were confirmed in their poſſeſſions, 
either from charters under the feat eat, 


or temporary authorities giver Wem by 
dreien. ler n 


0 2B „lob 


At the time 260 receiving theſe char tele 
they were confeſſedly ſubjects of the croẽẽ 
of England, for they claimed the laws'of 


England as their juſt and „ 
and expected to be PRE 


—— Jn) th i 
peRtations. They were defenided ift the! 
deen ſettlements, not 14 the king of E 


They were not diſa 


| land 


L 
land alone, but.by.the legilature. of Eng- 


land, that is, the-Briziſh, parliament... 5005 
ds ot eee ee Wo Dio lerer 


Parliament, from the firſt ſettlement 


| of. America, treated her with the attention 


of a kind and indulgent 
was the darling of En England 
was beloved and reſpected in America. 
The public- ſpirit of Engliſh merchants 
was the baſis on which — churches, her 
houſes, and her cities were erected. By 
the credit given to her inhabitants 
2 merchants, ſhe increaſed in weal 
an power. were the auſpices under 
which ae 1 hay n . 
nes. my 
ein, 2041 +! N W b 0:4 
ent e of years the Ame- 
nicans, or rather the E ngliſh coloniſts, ne- 
ver [entertained an — that was fub- 
: "Serve: of the power of parliament over 
America. On the contrary, they, prided 
themſelves in being ſubject. to its autho- 
ty, for they prided themſelves on having 
a/ juſt and — 2 claim to the rights 
1 of Engliſnmen, which 
rights and privileges were derived from 
the Britiſh;parhament. In times of diſtreſs 


parent. America 


they — to the Britiſn parliament, for 


they applied to the Britiſh legiſlature. 
Inthols days 2 their charters in 


their 


11 2 
their true coldurs: They were favisfiedlint 
they Ad not- et Beyond t he mere - 
ternal police of thoſe provinces to which 

ire) ſepitttely granted. They 
ef el Mrd ters under the — 
feat" öf England; for they ' received them 
under chat ſcal, and it would be abſurd 
to ſuppoſe chat they received a charter un- 
der the great. ſeal of England, which was 
deſtructiwe of the juſt authority of the 
Efown of England. The king's 
 them'thele charters under the great-ſcal of 
gland, is à tacit declaration and ae 
8 ment, that he had not 
te give ker any charter, without the ſpe 
cious ſhew of a co-operation of the ot er 
two eſtates in the act; for kings never 
give up their] prerogative.” Therefore, had 
the ive intitled the king to diſ- 
ſe of any part of the Britiſh territory, 
Ind to teleafe ſuch part ſrom the autho- 
of the Britifh legiſlature, He' would 
have Tealed his charters for ſo doing 
With the greateal' of England; but he 
would have extcuted them with his oven 
e The acknowledgment of tllis 
fundamental principle of the conſtitution 
is hkewife obvious on the part of the 
Americaris, by their quiet ſubmiiſion to 
parliamentary authority for a ſerieniof 


years, and that ax a time hen repuh- 
C Iican 


11 11940 rakes Y Þ& x; 124 1 vi9;lt or 
hean! principles Were, Nig, moe pr 
ant Ae e 1 

Even thoſe republicans, violent and .enthu- 
ſiaſtic as they were, yet were not abſurd 


enough to aſſert an emancipation de 
Jaws: of England, Which could 'onl 1 
founded on the inconſiſtent propoſi ion, 
that one part of the legiſlative body could 
diſpenſe; with the, authority of the other 
two, parts, without their conſent, or even 
knowledge. . Nay, I will venture to affirm, 
that if they could have de ined, ſach a pre- 
blem, they were too fond of eny ying the 
rights and privileges e. Engl men. ito 
have done it, It wou ae ave | i 
thou t the moſt fatal ſt Be AN 
have been given ja the vials of Ne 25 
liberty, to have. + alerted, th 
not ſubjects. of the ein ket 
.2T9T180D 51} yd bayorttah rw 
0+ "Beſides, the. 88 were, 100 FA 
and defenceleſs to ſet. u 12 for a. free ag 
bple; they, were too wile. to deliyer th em- 
: ves; into the hands of an arbitrary 
"whonarch, (if they could have done ſo); 
therefore, as from their ſituation, and cir- 
aumſtantes, they could. not but fall a 
Prey either to one or all the other powers 
:of Rikope, their on convenience and 
. Happineſs would; have directed them to 


Sunite with Great Brigain, I advance ”_- 
wy 


4 

= 

3 
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90 e to th 


nly to ſhew 1 


tt ha ha ad = not been an- 
2975 our *cr6 


right, / hep ande cm 
Have ſued to us for 
fotestion. Io 21h due 51001 av 
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th Now, if the King of England, being 
only. one eſtate, could not grant charters 
Which emancipated'; any pa part of the Eng- 
Uh territories from the laws'of the Bri- 
tiſh legiſlature Without its conſent, did 


give ſuch charters; they would of them 


ſelves become void. The Americans found 
Hor. 13 5 e Tight of taxing themſelves 


ers. I am ſurpriſed they 
915 5 ale of the feebleneſs of this ar- 


9. 


˖ garnent; för, in pleading theſe charters, 
as exemptions Fm keis 80g by parlia- 


t ey allow that there was à right 
in parti ment to tax them before thoſe 
chatte were granted, but affirm that 
the right was deſtroyed by the charters. 
But as there is no authority ſupehior to 
patliament, parliament muſt be the only 
competent judge of its authority; And 
can 1 grant an excluſion” from ut 
authorit ; therefore, as a charter to 
penſe with the ſupremacy of parkiamént 


muſt be granted, not by the king, but 
by parliament, the Americans are "Tall 
taxable by parliament, for the American 
charters were siven them” by tlie king; 


4 153 i) hiv 99 ant 
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and it would, be aan, eg jan 
im 0ffible £5 che King, i grant a char 

i; ter, or charter, f verſi 0 the > 

"4 rity of SER 775 or © without their 
* conſent, would for one nn 4 
1 in a great ehen onle ky preſent a 

i friend with the whole in trade, 

without the e anden of the 

other partners. 8 101½0 

To return to my argument... If no ik, 5 


charter as this could exiſt, (and I flatter 
myſelf 1 have clearly proved that it cauld 

not,) America is brought back to its 

original ſtate of being part of . 
tory of Great Britain, conſequently; ſub- 
ject to the legiſlature of En „gland, ſup- 
ported and defended by that legiſlatuxe, 
as 4 territory Within the jurisdiction of 
il that Tegillature, and 3 intitled to 
Ih! the ineſtimable rights and privileges of 
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if 533 which hs ß in a 
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| - The . do not deny the power 

| off parliament with regard to legiſlation, 

If buy. 1-7 Poe not to be ſubject to it 
BY to taxation; 5 is ac 


wiſh 100 d 12 15 1 5 e of a d v0 i 
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To agree that ee of the 
territory 5 i la 0 fu fiel to 15 
auth of th gl 1 t in 
all acts 5 le gha e releaſec by 
chatter from e ihaQs of MH 
ation, which is a very material part of 
legiſlation (without its conſent) is an 
abſurdity ; and yet this is the ground of 
tlie preſent diſputes. In one of their ad- 
dreſſes they declare, “ That from com 
«© mort la and the province-chatter, the 
inhabitants of this province are clearly 
««- titled to all the rights, of free and na- 
8 rural. horn : Jilbjects within the realm: that | 
„ among thoſe rights muſt be included a 
the eſſential one juſt mentioned con- 
« cerning aids and Kane, and 1 8 0 [+ 
that ho aids or taxes can be levies on 
us conſtitutionally without ou "own, 
*« conſent ſignified by our repr eſentativẽs » | 
from whence the concluſion is, cl 
that therefore the inhabitants of this 10 
province are not ſubject to parliamzen., ; 
«« tary taxation.“ In this extract f tl 
obvious, that from their own Words e 
are ſubject to parliamentary W 
For, if the Americans are ifititled to W. 
the rights of free and natural- born ſub- 

jects 


UL 1 
gedts within the Aalen they muſt befcon- 
idered as within the realm, and; be 
titled: to thoſe rights as; free, and W 
bort: ſiihjects; and, if as, fres and natural- 
born ſubjects they claim rights Wa 
vileges which are ſolely claimable by ree 
and natural-born ſubjects within the 
realm, and which originate in the Engliſh 
conſtitution, in ſo doing, they acknow- 
ledge a ſuhjection to that conſtitution, 
and conſequently are bound by the laws 
of God and man to ſubſeribe their quota 
towards its ſupport and defence; for it 
cannot be ſuppoſed. that the „. 
have a juſt claim to all the rights 89 9 
vileges reſulting from the Engliſh conſti- 
tution and at the ſame. time a p. ÿr to 
diſclaim the authority of that conſtitution, 
when the neceſſities of the whole ſtate 
oblige parliament to demand a revenue 
from America, not for the ſupport of 
the kingdom in — proportionable 
to. their, ability to give, but merely to 
ſupply the eltablühmment of AO: oven 
ſeparate yoreraracuts. | | | 
ISW bali 8 EY EF 
have now ſhewn what authority is 
inberbnt in parkament from the principles 
pon which it was conſtituted, and alſo 
"the juſt ſenſe that Hmerica entertained of 
its authority fon many; years. I ſhall next 


ar | CO 
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{ ns 1 
confirm PORE: ir by a revttal 
number of Acts of parliament which 
e Americans have always ſubmitted to 
as laws, whether they were enacted for 
the purpoſe « of e or taxation. 
> V1I9LOT B II Tis bv; 
The firſt aft in the firſt ſeffion/after the 
Prion, wherein parliamerin fhews the 
great attention and regard it had to the 
tereſt of this country and America, is 
che 12th of Charles the Second, which 
Prohibits “the importation into or ex- 
* portation out of any lands, Hands, 
4 plarrtations, or territories! to His Ma- 
eſty belon ing or in His poſſeſſion, or 
«7 chich may hereafter belong unto or be 
« in'poſſeſſion of His Majeſty; His heirs 
and ſucceſſors, ' in Aſia, Africa, and 
. America,“ of all merehandize or com- 
mociities whatſoever, * except in ſhips 
ic belonging to the people of Weg lind, . 
land, 'or the faid lands, 1flands;' Plamda- 
OZ nt or territories, and navigated ( »by 
<< "Enghſhmen ;” and the ſame act explains 
an incluſion of the men and Peary 
belonging to England, Ireland, Wales, 
7 COgerniey, "Jerſey, or any other the 
lands, iflands, dominions, and terii- 
; * tories to His Maj ny in [/Africa;!Afia, 
© of America belonging or in His pbl- 
n ' ſeſſion.” | And under the deſcription bf 
ſhips 


IÞs * 9 * ia F. and "navig WY 
Ui CONN hel 15 10 1 10 5 0 of the 
Ki finde WM all the Bf 2 


but this * ill 

pes the, Friſe ion exerci ed by 

ament over the colonies; for it ifs 
a any xerfon who 1 is an alien,” t that is, {as 
this a "explains it) „ one not bern 
FE within the allegiance.” of the King, or 
4. mae. A free denizen, from Bee 
trade or occupation of a merchant or 
ee" factor 1 in any of the {aid places, wu] ON 


ain of. the forfeiture, an loſs « all 
af uch perl fon” 8 Lane and chatt bg * Fr 


Tha pint of the tn ok Chaifethe 
10 1, W. hich ate to the plantations, 
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uthority of the mo er- 
BE the plan 90 55 but alſo the 
y they. held | 5 teat Bri- 

d colonies. | 7. eck. 5. 
* and in re ard is 9 7 8 

ond f e ſeas are 5 aited 
e of t this bis Ang 
Web the, Wes 


& Slater - correſh 1 52575 17 0 
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ir mer = upon it, 15 rendering 
them 


5 
Ny them D 
* nt 12 20 
« increaſe of Pngliſh 
« men.” It then goes on to ls 2 
2 Ang it being the ulage of other nations 
«to keep their plantation-trade to them- 
Y 1 2 Vt ” mages 
& gl owt > ucrion,.. OF 
cc manufacture of Euro . al be im- 
<6 ported into any land, iſland. plantation, 
ce colony, territory or place to His Ma- 
«« jeſty belonging, or Which Mall here- 
4 after belong unto or be in the poſſeſſion 
& of His Majeſty, His heirs d ſuc- 
cc ceſſors, in Aſia, Africa, or America, 
« (Tangier only excepted) but which 
„ ſhall be bond fide, and without fraud, 
< laden and ſhipped in England, Wales, 
or the town. of Berwick upon Tweed, 
* and in Engliſh-built ſhipping, &c. and 
© whereof tlie maſter and three-fourtlis 


* 


of the mariners at leaſt are e 


6 and. which ſhall: be 


5 tations, colonies, darin et wr 
% and from no other place or places 
* whatſoever, any law, ita atute, or ufage 
ta the contrary 
„the penalty of the los of all ſüch 
commodities of the growth, produRisn, 
E or manufacture of Eutope, as ſhall be 


55 „ im- 


7 notrchſanding; under 


TM 


1 
#6: nported intb vf them from an 
Heu — Ack by land oy 
% water; nd by ovaltery Of thefdhip 
« or veſſel alſo in which they were im- 
© por tech Wirhralh er guns, tackle} ur- 
oy nitufe;Cammuwmtiong'iand àppartl, itt 
bei ſued for roi? an of His Majefty's 
* cdurtsbin fuel of cht ſaid lands, iſſands, 
«(tolonies;!7 paritations} territomes, dr 
te places wH¹iE re the offence was com- 
„ mittedp or in any court of record in 
14 EH gland, bill? information, plaint, 
14 before ion zoααherein non eſſoign, 
11 DE: ry wager in:law:{halt be 
14 allowed.. 907 „ -A“ 
"A. o Dri 909 9 lor ono Nn 33 > 
11 mw artcof ſection 18. ofithdcfame 
N whith parliament givest!its redforts 
4 ——— &@'prohibitioh of planting 


robacc in? England; ad which: 

Xhe prackicability and inereaſe of growing 
that Ir England, and ufo the qu 
An mpartiul regard which mne pariert 
entertaifled for both the inhabitants of 
Adetilehies and the ; of. d, 

= cemnmon:ſubſects of che ſtate; tdeſerves 
487 VE aientioned 21040 And foraſmuch ts 
<3 phinflig! and makirig tobacoo within 
at this le f i1Rfigland doth con- 
a tirgib hind icreaſe, to he apparent loſs 
« [fig aid Majofiycin his\eultoms/- che 
IE . cc at 7 


. 1 
3 wt, dr nn wa » 4 2 
* wi a Sys or 8 7 * — ; 


I 229 1] 
8 Yo the Arg li langere 
ulle patits boyd nf, cas ii prejudioe 
efhlbBdhidckinglod: dn general.” [40h 38 
IT] 915W. yS83- Hofe fir Ii foto 10 
The firſt ast that days taxes on America 
for the: ſole tpurpoſe+ of revenue, is the 
* hof Charles the Second; by which 
the duties following were directed to 
be paid, for ſo much of the ſaid com- 
999 as ſhall be la and put on 
* board ſuch ſhip or veſſel; that is to ſay, 
vnfon ſugar white the hundred weight five 
+12 ſhillings gs, and brown and muſcovados 
the hundred weight onen ſhilling and 
% fix-pence ; tobacco the pound one 
ee wk cotton wool the pound one 
aliperiny, for indigo two pence, ginger 
—— hundred weight one ſhilling, g- 
Lare the hundred weight e pounds, 
ick fand all other dying woods. the 
andre weight ſix-pence, coco Rhe 
e pound one penny; to be levied, le- 
r locted, and paid, at ſuch places, and to 
fſuch: collectors and other officers; (AS 
Hnſhall be appointed in;;the,; xefpecive 
et plantations, to to collect, lexy, and re- 
& doive the ſame before the — — ee 
Affland under ſuch penalties: both, toi the 
officer and upon i the; goods; 457; for 
#-non-payment. of or deffauding: His 
90 5a of in in Egland: 


and 


U 2 
Lcd ter int hrtter, Heoction of the 
1 ſerbrat rates und dutewmpoſedi by this 
T act be ir enact] thi this Wwhote 
e bafinbſs[hall be odered and managed, 
% andthe ſeveratidutics hereby impoſed 
44) ſhall þ6caufed/tobe levietl by the con- 
ie miſſionets of the cuſtoms in Bnglad, 
#:by and undor the autfdrity and Airer- 
:45\tibns ofthe lord treaſurer of England, 
tio ur commũſſibſiers of tlie treaſury . 
gn Nia iO O iD - 909 cu Aang 
1 4t hs 4 obvious, that all theſe Idtr- 
ties, ſawing that on logwood, were laid 
for tlie purpoſe of raiſing a revenue im! the 
iplantations; for this reaſon}; that; if they 
had been intended merely cas 1 ions 
Hor trade, or as prohibitory f (their) e R- 
\pattation ——— rorfromtotte 
colony to mother, a roportionable duty 
Would have been ed upon evHrylofte 
bots tlroſe r modities : whereas) che dnties 
Atpbn/ imoft;- beheve upom all ef them, 


pert mat upon logyood, Were the fare 
yonmearly the ſame, as thoſe commodlities 


tadndpon zmportation into Great Britaifi; 
adithe —— too wich ſuch revenue 


War tobe iated is not mentioned, 
chegauicoatith — was common 
ade dr pub 


But 


Ben 
ayenm — — 
macoſſities of the ſtate, 


L 
But that ſthis act was: n revenue: ads 
zconfirniedocheyond:.4 fJeubty e by thel it 
of George Firſt, cap. 12} ſect. 4. 
Mhichſſetctiom continues theſe duties for 
lever ſubjefbfto andborders 
—— be — into the pa Ps — 
majeſty's ex ner; , And it 18 
t alſo enacted by r e aforeſaid, 
ti that all the-monies which from and after 
the ſaid feaſt day of dt. Michael the arch- 
% angel, in the year of our Lord one 
Hbthonſand ſeven hundred and fifteen, 
F ſhalli ariſe hy the duties, which in and 
er by an act of parliament, made and 
An paſſed im the five and twentieth car of 
tothe teigu of king Charles the Second! 
9 ee — intitled, an act 
o for the encouragement of the Greenland 
and Eaſtland trades, and for tho better 
Hoſecuring the plantation: trade, were 
5 granted to his | STA EAT = Heirs}: ard 
ff ors for ever, comimonhy callad que 
of plautatinn duties (the neceſſary charge 
5 Jof raiſing and paying the ſame ond 


. / ſhall alſo be throught 
paid yu 


Fvrceapt-offexchequer:for:the;purpoſes: 
#5 ts act expreſſed, and be table todfuch 


7 redemption as is herein aftar ꝓreſcribed 
ain * behalf?“ And byi tire fafteenth 
25111 2117 10 2a1tR@ion 


wary time to time intoſthe ſaid re- 
Mm 


T us ] 
ſectien of the, fame act, theſe duties a 
rer part os * aggtegatOfund>: 1) * 


l defy. he 4000 ſtrenugus advocate Ifor 
the Americans; afterir theſs:itwo 
acts, to lay his hand to his heart and 
deny that they are acts paſſod for the pur. 
Poſe of raiſing /a revenue in America 

the authority, of — that th 

revenue, hen raiſed, has been applied ti 
the uſes off government here; and thiat 
they were. received: ando ſubmitted to = 
the Americans without complaint. 


1 140 7'6 On 91109716 a4 31401 26 oh 


he next act I ſhall thkoinotice:of; U 


chat of the thoand) 8thiof Willlamthnd 
Mary, which provides towartis the up- 
Ford of — hoſpitady and enabts, 
chat every: ſeaman hatſoev arm any of 
Pais majeſty' s ſhips, or any other perſon 
«5;3yhatſoever in any of his majefty'sſhips; 
. or veſſel whatſoeveribe 
EHlonging or to belong to any fi⁰,t of 
eg or any other his miaje/ty 5 den 
nnd ell, Alle, and there ſhall be 
„ maidaout af the wages of every ſuch 
*:46aman;| to grow: due for ſuch his ſer- 
egg lik penee per month, for the bet 
ten o ſupport oft the ſaid hoſpital, and 
#*$06) augment the kene dere * 
Hola of eo 19 uο his 
1 + 4 


31 
s be6h,2thdiis t Kis 
= leviehran PETE ch 66lofiieh. Abe rtf 


40 was -likewif ahother! a3 led 
in the fam „intitlad, „ art for 


[ 2 
This taxbhas alu 


——— fraud and regulating abuſes 


an the plantatior- trade? This act al” 
ente greater parliamentary right over 
the colonies, than any of the rfötegoing. 
It tenews: and enforces ali the former Yaws 
reſpecting the plantations / rmakes all ſhips 


and veſſels! that come irito uni port "there, 


hable to. the me reguliaions"ands 
tions, as thoſe that come into a port in 
Englandbarerlimble to! It enacts, that 
$:therofficers foritullecting und manag 
his majeſtys revenue and iſpeckin 
the plantation tiade in anybof the ſaid! 
<0 plantationszolhalb/haveithe fame P 
ers and authorities for viſiting and 
<:ſfearehing:; of ſhips, and tafing s cheir 
entries and for 1 
or bringing on ſhore any of the ge 
0 ky uremic 6 
into or aut tof any of the ſaid cores 
and plantations, or for whidvany'du-" 
n payable or ought t6 habe been 
paid byrany:of the qbeforer mentioned 
chats, as arel provided for theofMecivbr” 
the cuſtoms rin England cad H ſoοιt˖ 
Kt enter houſes or warehouſes to ſearch 
wn 6 tor 


3 — —— — 
. ag are . — ohibited 


or unc — in Eng- 
land, and the like aſſiſtance ſhall be 


y 

<< the plantations ſhall be ſuad or mo- 
« leſted for any thing done in the execu- 
tc tion of ——— — — the ſaid officer may 
4 plead the general iſſue, and ſhall give 
A this or other cuſtom- acts in evidence, 
ee ee $6-allows; thanroe” 


+ The. Ich ſection of this leine 
and enacts, that all laws, bye-laws, 
<<, ages, or cuſtoms at this time, or 
«« yhich hereafter ſhall be in or 

* endeavoured-or pretended tobe in force 
or practice in any of the ſaid planta- 


. which are in anywiſe repugnant 


<<. to the beforementioned laws or any 
them, ſo far as they do relate to the 


een any of them, or 
«which are anyways: repugnant to this 
4 « preſent 


[4 Þ 


% Preſent: a8Þ5 or cola her {aw Dereafrer 
to de matte in This tinigtthn ſo far as fuch 


*«< {aw ſHall relate ro and mention the faid 
**- plantations,” are illegal, null, and void 
to all intents and ip es whatſoever.” 
Thus it not only -extends to individuals 
and their effects, hut like wiſe aſſerts an 
abſolute authority over their courts of jul- 
tace; and even their aſſemblies. . 
1 
The act of 11th of king William, 
which is for the trial of pirates in Ame- 
rica, inforces parliamentary authority ſtill 
ſtronger; for there is a clauſe in it which 
ſays, „And be it hereby further declared 
and enacted, that if any of the gover- 
2 me un the ſaid plantations, or any 
penſam or perſont in authority thure ſhall 
4 refuſe to qu obedience to this He, Fach 
** refuſal is hereby declared to be a forfeit 15 
e all und ewery the charters granted for 
the government or propriety of Juekt® 
<«<:plantation.!!! It cannot be denied at 
this clauſe is conc'ived in as abfslttte 
terms of authority as is poſſible to helde- 
viſed. It ſhews the opinion of parlla- | 
ment with regard to its power 6f taking 
away charters. The ſubmiſſioh the c6- 
lanies paid to this: law is theiftyongelt 
EY lee high ſenſe they Had 
N RYgwynas 978 Haber 
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of e of ( parliament over 
the 1190907 ei DAS d 0? If lo Rl Sch 

, WSI=9UIN9v91 8 Ao e of? 

The act of the third and fourth of queen 

Anne; ſtrongly ſupports the authority of 
parhament; for ,t prohibits the cutting 
dom any pitch er tar trees in the colo 
nies of New England New Vork, or the 
Jerſey 's, that mall not be within a fence ot 
incloſure; © root bftantinig the | lands upon 
which they grow, und conſequently'the t#ees; 
whith' are the produte of "thoſe lands; are ue 
— 8 A of the Hadi of thoſe 


colomes. 10 Hl 01 {118 10 
2110 idong 719119 


The act of dll > of F See Arme, for 
eſtabliſhing the poft- office, and for kaying 
the taxes thereby impoſed on the carviage 
of all letters in Great Britain, Ireland, the 
colomes and plantations in America, and 
the Weſt” Indies, and all other Her Mas 
jeſty's dominions and territories; runs thus, 
That the buſineſs may be done in ſuch 


„ manner, as may be moſt beneficial to 


2 


_ «the people of theſe kingdoms; and Her 


ve Majeſty may be fupplied, and the revenue, 
4 72823 / the fend office, better improved, 

ted, and fecured to ber majeſty, ber 
« bo ig and filctefſprs * beſides which, the 
rymem and owners of ferries, are obliged 
y over the poſt; e charges, un- 


TOI der 


* 

} 
EE 
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der ſevere penalty, Thie act appears in 
the face of it to be, and is conceived. in 
the terms of, a revenue-law. 


9951p 10 071vo0t bug hid ain R ANT 


10 The act of the 5th of George the Second, 
which prohibits the exportation of hats 
made A' the colonies, even from one co- 

lony to another, alſo, prohibits any per- 
ſons,” Who have nat ſer ved an apprentice- 
ſhip. to that buſineſs, from making hats 
there even for their own wearing; and it 
alſo reſtrains all makers of hats from ta- 
king more than two apprentices at a time, 
or any for leſs than ſeven years; and en- 
tirely prohibits the employing negroes 
in that buſimeſs. This act is the more 
ſtrikin as it ſhews that parliament. ex- 
— authority in the internal regu- 
lations of the provinces in America; and 
the ready ſubmiſſion of the Americans to 
this act, notwithſtanding. its de 
an eee ee f of the right of parf 
en o tO do. 1+ 7; AT * 
12180 It Hsm 

* he 40 of the. I qth of George the Second 

naturelizes foreigners after a reſidence of 
ſeven years in the colonies, not only in 
reſpect to Great Britain, but in reſpect to 
the colonies alſo. The authority of this 
act has never been diſputed in the colo. 
nies ; for ſuch naturalized foreigners have 
E 2 not 


{ a8 1 
5 omly Jed ice 7 — of 
SSver * ny alenb wh but haveralſe 
c Fins ary tht Afſcrgblicgdn 
wi og 5 10} n 
ot 1901018 . 311 vas 1005515 101 
518 8 fethe, 5th. of, George, the de- 
cond, 85 rogates ſo/ much of the com- 
3 70 mion lays, 28 L to deſcents o free | 
« holds 1 „America ; ;takes- from the ſon 
he Figh of inheritance in the lands 
a 7 ad granted to his father in 
« abſolute.fee ; makes them aſſets, and 
8 FRY _ to the payment of debts 
755 and accounts heh — by the father 
Tr without the participation. of the ſon.“ 
This act Was paſſed upon the petition of 
Engliſh, merchants trading to the; co- 
mies, ho complained, „ That in, Vir- 


h. 
0 nl d. Jamaica, Ar privilege was 
128 exempt TEA houſes, lands, 


ts, and their negroes alſo, 


being . for debt, and the 
125 trade repreſented, That the aſ- 
lies of thoſe colonies, could never 
Fed to diveſt — — of theſe 


15 lleges,. by, 9D, act of theix;,own.” 


Tgfore, 05 F diate oppoſition to the 
CHa * e eee 
9 n ae "the : fut remove 

Irie PICO) PAP: event, did it eg ww 


n authority, ul Io 9909q- 2] 
gi Ice om 5 I ſhall 
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10 mal mention tut J 185 ac, and 
AHat is the 6th — Sebi 


cap. 13. for 
— Toy the = of” e and 


for diſcouraging the importation of foreign 
rums and 55 Giro inte iche Britiſti pl 15 
tions; it 1 Ae eon all rim or ſpirits 
£92 of the protec wanufasküre al 1 
aotof the eolonies or plantations in 
genfica, not in tlie pofſeſſioi of under the 
% dominion of His Majeſty, His heirs, 
and ſticcefſors, Which at any time or 
times Wirknin er during the continuance 
of this aft ſfiall be imported or broug ht 
inte any of the colonies or legen 
i Ameriea, which now are ôr hereafter 
may be in the poſſeſſion" or under the 
, Udon of His Majefty, His heits 
r futceſſors, the ſum o nine⸗ ENCE, 
#0: honey of Great Britain, to be paid 
according to the proportion and value 
of five Mullins d pegel 0 
in ſilver for & every gallon thereof, 10 
after that rate for any greater o or 101 fx 
6) Juen and upon all Tholafle: 
ſyrups of ſuch foreign produce or 1 
4. h ü e as aforeſaid, which mane 
imported or brought inte Any "of the 
4 ſuid colonies or plantations of or 5 
4% belonging to His s Majeſty, the fum f 
by % ſix-pence of like money for every 


« 'gallon 


£; gallon, - . 
Za 1:1 BIFRESS? oh leſſer quantity; and 
upon all; ſugars and paneles of ſuch 
ffs en growth, produce; or manu 
750 facture as aforeſaid, which ſhall he im- 
: ported into a of the ſaid colonies; or 
i. Plantations of or belonging to His 

155 Majeſty, a duty after the rate of five 
„ ſhillings, of like money for every hun- 

i 2. weight avoirdupoize of the ſaid 
ugar and paneles, and after that rate 
” JOU a greater or leſſer quantity.” The 
— — — of theſe duties has always 
paid eile Exchequer here.. 


There are many more, ats of partia- 
ment that extend to ies eek 
eonceive I have cited a ſufficient number, 
to ſhew that parliament has, ever ſinee 
tha Row tation, paſſed acts which extended 
the colonies; which acts have operated 


er:the: purpoſes of legiſlation or taxation 
Which proves that parliament has, from 
long uſage and cuſtom, eſtabliſnhed. its 
authority hes be a al ralpefis-”. 

+ Trans 3G 2; Tn vo nid oom OH 
> have now one other argument to 
ben in dee the authority: of 
_— ton tax America, which 

oma dut 


2110} act 


, 
3 
4 
| 
i 
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the colonies, whether they were enacted 


ates 


ty meumbent on: patliament to 
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aft juſtly and im towards alk its 
dominions; and in order to illuſtrate this 
clearly, I ſhall qefer back to the ſituation 
of America before the laſt war! I Hall 
examine upon what foundation and for 
what purpoſe that war was eiſtered into; 
L hall delineate the ſituation of Great 
Britain at the end of the war; and from 
thoſe circumſtances ſhall endeavour to 
ove; that the Americans were bound in 
gratitude to give, and the parliament of 
Great Britain was juſtly intitled to de- 
mand; a ſmall quota from the Americans, 
for the public ſervices of the ſtatee. 


Ietrhe Britiſh coloniſts in America were 
ſurrounded with enemies; they were in 
contirmual apprehenſions of invaſions from 
the French; their towns were open ts 
incurfions' from the Indians; they? tra- 
velled at the hazard of their lives. Theſe 
were heavy moleſtations to their trade; 
they 'aſked the aſſiſtance of parhamene) 
for they applied to the king, and pets 
tioned for relief. They could not be 
ignorant, that the king could give them 

no ſuccour, but by conſent of parliament; 
— n was to parliamefit that the 
Americans complained-. Parliament liſta 
ened to their complaints; and deterfifivied: 
to -» pans them; parliament undertock a 


long 


= + 
lng Ps Goes, for that pt pd ich 


| 98. —— Julit w 
Pete in with reſgldtio, until the II 
dans thoſe dræadfiſl knenties to the ell 
— — into the integer 
try and the Fretietiz who were the 
re abettors of all the Endian warefi 
leck flom Ameries. 2 
. DHR T0 11501302: $17 n. UL 
Y : Parkightient, not ſatisfied with this mami 
feſtation of their eare and attention 6} 
the colonies, and conſidering that thei 
Americans had exerted” themſelves during? 
the war, and expended a great ſſiare f 
their money, not only excuſed them tum: 
bearing a part in the public 
the ſtite; but alſo voted them large gra. 
tuities to enable en 80 recover them 


ſelves. mA- fo X 2 2m ib 
03 MU NY | bigvow Hie 
1'Great Britain Was + eee a-yaſt 
load ofidebt.-- Great part of this debt had 
been-inoufred in the ſupport of America 
ſhe had ſtrained every nerve in the tauſe 
of America ; ſhe had ſacnificed! men and 
at the altar of American proſperi - 
. The 2 of Great Britain were 
taxes, nor was there = ro 

Naber relief een 
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Who 
Was to do this ſomething ? Who had 
power to do it? Who was bound to do 
it ? The anſwer is obvious; the legiſla- 
ture. And in what doth the bew 
cnſiſt ? In parliament. Therefore, the 
miniſter brought the buſineſs into par- 
liament, as the only —— judge in 
an affair of ſo great conſequence to the 
nation. Parliament, as the moſt expe- 
dient meaſure, laid a tax on America, 
which would raiſe money enough to 
fupport the eſtabliſliments of theix awn 
civil governments. In this, as on all ther 
occaſtons, parliament ſhewed the 
they bore the Americans. They feundit 
abſolutely neceſſary to exert their author 
rityʒ but they endeavoured to palliate that 
exertion;; by doing it in the moſt gentle 
and eaſy manner. They demanded: ap 
requital for, paſt ſervices : they modeſtiq 
aſked a trifle for preſent neceſſities, an 


LY 


that to be applied not to their own pur- 
F poles, 


41 

They 10 ff 15 eee 
tagratitude, as well as duty, 

55 gc encore 
quit ce in. ſo. reaſonable a; demand. Phe 
reſult. has ſhewn hewrmuch they wert 
müßen When, information of-;this 
meafure Was carried to America, the 

| 1225 of, the . coloniſts, was changed. Tlie 
ndians, had. ceaſed to moleſt them; the 
French were remoxed far from them; they 
had no enemies to contend with they dal 
che. they needed no protection; they 
wanted no aſſiſtance from the mother: 
country now; that, therefore (for: there 
could be no other reaſon Saen) the were 
not, ſubject to parliament. Parliament 
had authority. ven, them. , They af 
firmed. {rdicolows as it appears) hatt men 
callin 125 lyes Britons, Were not ſub- 
5 0 de the Britiſh parliament. That men 
ed, rights and prluileges wert 
Apr i to parliament, although thoſe 


5 privileges originated, and were 
2 em parliament); They fired 
4 Fi r Who had hennt protected: Mgr 


a phi Bl Gra I becauſe — 

t merica not repre: 

ned —Whar are are el Kd g, the lords, _ 
t 


* 
the commons 2 bs "the ge K 
preſornative! body theBHath füpze 
Who hat been veſted hy 1e while Nb. 
3d&s With an unhinnted 9 Hake 
laws, ard fails money for tlie benefi 1 0 
ſupport of the Britiſh creIl. Ant 
d lade Ambre is nt N In root 
likment/- America; whith is a 
Britiſn empire, its thhabitants'} er 
knowlodged the ſapretnacy” of Tis! A1 
having claimed its privileges, and being 
ctaſaended from Enghſhinen ; but (as they 
fay)'not repreſented,” becauſe their towns 
Ati? their counties do not ſend mem- 
bers rodpatliament; becauſe, from their 
ſirawion> and eireumſtances, it is impoſ- 
fisle/afid unnecellary that the) ey ſhould {end 
members t9:parhament ; ſary Y, bes 
caufe;}atcording tothe conflittition, MM thi 
ment is a body” that r eprelents 
Britiſh ſubjects who dwell uf in bs e 
nitories; whether thoſe territories e 
America, in tlie Eaſt Indies, or ir! 
— 28 whether ſuch *. on 
of landed pr or of mo 
or if they hãve males land nor mont Ys 


nor the ſhadow of having 4 choice of 
preſenkatives. 25 9 r , boy 
HIT | 33 24101 iO Ib {9117 Vie * 8285 1 


12 Many afi tlie lar geſt towns in Big cf 
land ale not pee : hs ers, 
uſt F 2 all vv Ee 
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Cry bee are; 20 
Hefe! Whit Made nevel d 
eee Rot 
Ane Ethan, it Briteiff 
Hadtlon''df lpattiamient, and Yet 
we 083697 fiffd the lnhabitahtk of ſuch 
„ the authority 
Gf elne tcöver ther or in ſiſted u 
1 ih t o ſend members 40 it. I con- 
ceive inte reaſon why they Rave not ab- 
tempted it, is, That parhament having 
entirely fulfilled the purpoſes for which 


fre!18h] Ron — 


Ac 
as"attaihed ſince 


it was eſtabliſned; Having maintained that 


wecſrüllbrium in the ſeveral parts of >, 
which it had at firſt; having ſttenueuſty 
preſerved, Anviclate and -ufitouchedy all 
thoſe ineſti able rights me vileges; It 
was iriſtituted for the protection of all 
parties HhavWaprecd; that it moulds haves 
| roam — dency to the firm baſis of 
mas constitution to attempt any inno- 
ibis IW OV Dae 27 OTHER 7 ¹4 
iW en 5831s o yiitmtionqo mn» Ht qiſſ 
Aud enter in ae 210 dle fulfilled my 
fleſt odeſięgniiemm undertaking! this little 
tract im of proving that the Americans are 
ſubjschrtd bee authority of parliament, 
17 Lt le fluüſt principles of colonization's by 
ig nebver kehre in perlismene over all 
vhoctofeiieldencnydies andi confirmed by 
che ſubctiiſllon of) the 'zolotiſts'to it; by 
rig long 


Jong: wager A. +, of parliament, 
andilikeyaſc mo e ee 
agrees of zuſties and im 
which they are ch bound:to preſerye. towards 
all the territories; in the Britiſh. domi 
ions. 1: have: ſtated facts preciſely. . I 
have written free from party-prejudice., It 
has: TOE my intention to convince. my 
readers by fair auen not to miſlead 
them by declamation. I appeal to their 
Feeſon, * to their 3 Ido not 
ueſume to -vindicate, or to condemn any 
menſures that have been purſued; I leave 
the diſeuſſion of thoſe 5 to abler 
Pems zn Iſineerely with, for the benefit 
of hol countries, to ſee a reconciliation. 
I it to take place for our own ſakes; 
I-wiſtit:40-take: place for the honor of 
meer a I-with: it to take place, that it 
may diſappdint the hopes of our enemies, 
who: ſec with pleaſure the diſſentions that 
lip lu among us, and who will not let 
ip ſuch an opportunity to attack us with 
ſucceſs. I ſhall conclude, by ſubmitting 
to the _ ment of all parties the fol. 
lowing fable Once upon a time the ſe- 
4 veral members of che body mutinied 
4e and conſpired againſt the-belly.. The 
ground of their complaint Was, that 
they thoughit it an intolerable grievance, 
in 8 they ſhquld employ: all their! hp 
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and labour, merely to keep him alive 
in luxury and idleneſs. Wherefore they 
reſolved to toil no longer to maintain a 
lazy wretch, who contributed nothing 
himſelf to the public ſupport. The 
hands refuſed to wag a finger for him. 
The mouth declared it would not open 
itſelf in his ſervice; and the legs and 
feet would not ſtir a ſtep to aſſiſt him: 
in conſequence whereof, the belly be- 
ing famiſhed for want of nouriſhment, 


the members alſo began to loſe their fa- 
culties. Then perceiving their folly, 


when too late, they all attempted to 
beſtir themſelves to reſtore him; but 
they found him grown too weak to re- 
ceive, and themſelves to afford aſſiſt- 
ance ; when the belly periſhing all the 


members periſhed along with him.“ 
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